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CHAPTERI

INTRODUCTION

Childmaltreatmentisabusetochildrenunder18yearsofagebyaparent,

caregiver,oranotherpersoninacustodialrole(e.g.,clergy,coach,teacher).World

HealthOrganization(WHO)defineschildmaltreatmentasalltypesofphysical

and/oremotionaltreatment,sexualabuse,neglect,negligenceandcommercial

orotherexploitation,whichresultsinactualorpotentialharm tothechild's

mentalandphysicalhealth.Individualswhoareexposedtodirectlyorindirectly

toviolentorabusiveexperiences(e.g.,sexualandphysicalabuse,witnessing

domestic violence) early in development may be more likely to adopt

corresponding attitudesand beliefsemphasizing thereinforcing qualitiesof

violenceandengageinoffensiveorabusivebehaviorslaterinlife.

In India,53% of children face some form of physicalabuses (sexual
abuses).accordingtotheNationalCrimeRecordsBureau,thecasesofrapeand
murderofchildrenincreaseseveryyear.Thegrowingcomplexitiesoflifeandthe
Changedsocialeconomicconditionshaveexposedthechildrentonew and
differentformsofabuse,butthesadstateofaffairsisthatsuchheinousacts
arereportedless.Ithassuchapsychologicalimpactonthemindofthechildand
behavior.(1,2)

Childmaltreatmentcausessufferingtochildrenandfamiliesandcanhavelong-
term consequences.Maltreatment cause stress that is associated with
disruption in early brain development.Consequently,as adults,maltreated
childrenareatincreasedriskforbehavioral,physicalandmentalhealthproblems
(e.g:smoking,obesity,depression,alcoholanddrugmisuseetc.,).Childrenwho
haveahistoryofneglectorphysicalabuseareatriskofdevelopingpsychiatric
problems,or a disorganized attachmentstyle.In addition,children who
experiencechildabuseorneglectare
59%morelikelytobearrestedasjuveniles,
28%morelikelytobearrestedasadults,and
30%morelikelytocommitviolentcrimes.

Ingroupsofmaltreatedandnon-maltreatedindividualsinthegeneralpopulation,
found that,relative to non-maltreated individuals,those with a history of
maltreatmentengagedinsubstantiallymorecriminalbehaviorasadultsand
weremorelikelytohaveacriminalrecordofviolentoffences.Similarly,studies
amongcorrectionalsamplesofmaleoffendersshowthatthosewhoexperienced
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child abuse orwitnessed violence growing up are more likely than non-
maltreatedinmatestoengageinviolentoraggressiveactsasadults.Moreover,
somestudiessuggestthatthetypeofcriminalbehaviorsthatvictimspartakein
maydependsonthetypeofmaltreatmenttheyendured.(5)
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CHAPTERII

LITERATUREREVIEW

●CatherineEHamiltonet.al;

Thelinkbetweenrecurrentmaltreatmentandoffendingbehavior,International

journalofoffendertherapyandcomparativecriminology46(1),75-94,2002.

Thisarticleconsidersrecurrentmaltreatmentandoffendingbehavior.The
samplewas60malesand19females(11to18years)residentwithinasecure
institutioninEnglandandconsideredarisktothemselvesand/orothers.
Overall,
20.8% hadnotexperiencedamaltreatment,6.5% hadexperiencedasingle
incident,11.7% wererepeatvictims(sameperpetrators),andmorethanhalf
(54.4%)had suffered both repeatand re-victimization ofthose who had
committedaviolentand/orsexualcrime,74%hadexperiencedsomeform of
re-victimization,compared to 33% ofthose who committed nonviolent
offences.

●LouiseFalshaw;
Victim tooffender:Areview,Aggressionandviolentbehavior1(4),389-404,
1996

Thereisasubstantialevidencebasetosuggestthatvictimizationduring
childhood,whetherthatbe abuse within the family home orcriminal
victimizationoutsideit,increasesthepropensitytowardsoffendingbehavior.
Despitethelackofresearchevidencetoidentifyadefinitivepathwayfrom
victimizationtooffending,thisarticlepresentssomeofthemostrecentUS
andUKempiricalevidenceinsupportofthisrelationshipisalsopresented.
Theconsequencesforoffendertreatmentareconsidered.

●AskElklit.et.al;
Parentalriskfactorsforchildhoodmaltreatmenttypologies:Adatalinkage
study
EuropeanJournalofTrauma&Dissociation
Volume2,Issue4,October–December2018,Pages189-195

ThestudyisbasedonaDanishstratifiedrandom probabilitysurveyincluding
2980interviewsof24yearoldpeople.Thesamplewasconstructedtoinclude
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anoversamplingofchildprotectioncases.Significantdifferenceswerefound
betweenthetwogenderswithmalesreportingheightenedratesofcriminality.

●Judithcashmor;
The linkbetween child maltreatmentand adolescentoffending:Systems
neglectofadolescents.FamilyMatters89,31-41,2011.

Thispaperisconcernedwiththenexusbetweenabuseandneglectand
adolescentoffendinginthelivesofsomechildrenandyoungpeople,andthe
lackofacoordinatedresponsetothesebyboththechildprotectionand
juvenilejusticesystems.Thewindow foreffectiveintervention,especiallyin
relationtooffending
behaviors,isnotclosedafterearlychildhood,thoughitislikelytobemore
expensivetointerveneatlargerages.Crucially,stateparentalresponsibility
forchildrenandyoungpeopleincaremustnotstoponcetheyhaveoffended
andbecometroublesomeaswellastroubled.

●AnnaStewart,et.al;
Pathwaysfrom childmaltreatmenttojuvenileoffending,
AustralianInstituteofCriminology,2002

thisimportantstudydemonstratesadirectpathfrom childmaltreatmentto
juvenile offending.This study focuses on the 41,700 children born in
Queensland in 1983.Itfindsthatabout10 %ofthesechildren cameinto
contactwiththeDepartmentofFamiliesbythetimetheywere17yearsold
becauseofachild
Protectionmatter.About5%ofthoseinthecohorthadacourtappearancefor
a proven offence.The authors examine 11 predictive factors foryouth
offending,andfindthatchildrenwhosuffermaltreatmentaremorelikelyto
offend.

●JamesTopitzes,et.al;
Child maltreatmentand offending behavior:Gender-specific effects and
pathways,Criminaljusticeandbehavior38(5),492-510,2011

Thisstudyassessedtheassociationbetweenchildmaltreatment(0-11)and
offending behaviorwithin gender-specific models.Prospectivelycollected
data,includingofficialmeasuresofmaltreatmentandoffending,werederived
from theChicago longitudinalstudy.A panelstudyof1539 low income
minority participants. Multivariate probate analyses revealed that
maltreatmentsignificantlypredicteddelinquencyformalesnotforfemalesyet
forgedasignificantrelationtoadultcrimeforbothgenders.Exploratory,
confirmatory,andcomparativeanalysessuggestedthatmechanismslinking
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maltreatmenttoadultcrimeprimarilydifferedacrossgender,

●LorraineE.Cuadra.et,al.
Childmaltreatmentandadultcriminalbehavior:Doescriminalthinkingexplain
theassociation?,
Childabuse&neglect38(8),1399-1408,2014

Criminalthinking styles were examined as meditationallinks between
differentformsofchildmaltreatment(i.e.,sexualabuse,physicalabuse,and
physicalneglect)andadultcriminalbehaviorsin338recentlyadjudicatedmen.
Analyses revealed positive associations between child sexualabuse and
sexualoffensesasanadult,andbetweenchildphysicalabuse/neglectand
endorsingproactiveandreactivecriminalthinkingstyles.Mediationanalyses
showedthatassociationsbetweenoverallmaltreatmenthistoryandadult
criminalbehaviorswereaccountedforbygeneralcriminalthinkingstylesand
both proactive and reactive criminalthinking.These findings suggesta
potentialpsychologicalpathwaytocriminalbehaviorassociatedwithchild
maltreatment.Limitations ofthe studyas wellas research and clinical
implicationsoftheresultsarediscussed.

●DavidM.Fergusson
Physicalpunishment/maltreatmentduringchildhoodandadjustmentinyoung
adulthood.,Childabuse&neglect21(7),617-630,1997

To study the relationships between retrospective reports of physical
punishment/maltreatmentandratesofadjustmentdifficultiesatage18ina
birthcohortofNewZealandsubjects.
Method:Dataweregatheredoverthecourseofan18yearlongitudinalstudy
ofabirthcohortof1,265NewZealandbornchildren.Atage18retrospective
reportsofexposuretophysicalpunishment/maltreatmentwereobtained.At
this time the cohortwas also assessed on measures ofpsychosocial
adjustmentincluding juvenile offending,substance abuse behaviors,and
psychiatricdisorder.

●DanielaHosser
Childmaltreatment,re-victimization,andviolentbehavior,
Violenceandvictims22(3),318-333,2007

The studyinvestigatesthe cumulative impactofchild maltreatmentand

victimizationinadolescenceonviolentbehaviorinyoung adulthood ina

nonclinicalhigh-risksample.Thesampleconsistsof1,526incarceratedyoung

men(14to24years)whowereinterviewedwithstandardizedinstruments

duringtheirprisonterm.Violentandnonviolentoffenderswithandwithout

repeatedvictimizationexperiencesthroughoutthelifecyclewerecompared.

Resultsshowthatchildmaltreatmentdoublestheriskforviolentvictimization
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inadolescence.Repeatedvictimizationexperiencesinadolescenceheighten

theriskforlaterviolentoffending.Thisisthecaseforofficiallyregistered

violenceandself-reportedviolentbehavior.Inaddition,childmaltreatment

increased the probabilityofself-reported violence as well.However,the

interaction effectofvictimization in childhood and victimization in early

adolescence counteracted the main effects.Being repeatedly victimized

throughouttheearlylifecycleslightlyreducedtheprobabilityofbeinga

frequentoffender.
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CHAPTERIII

AIMSANDOBJECTIVES

AIM:

Theaim ofthestudyistodeterminewhetheramaltreatedchildrencausehim
orhertocommitcrimesintheiradulthoodornot?

OBJECTIVES:

*Todeterminethemostcommonlypracticedmaltreatmentstothechildren,

whichincreasestheircriminalbehaviour?

*Todeterminewhoismostlyaffectedbythesemaltreatments-male/female?

* To determine which category [orphan/non orphan]children are more
maltreated?
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CHAPTERIV

MATERIALSANDMETHODOLOGY

MATERIALSREQUIRED:-

Databaseofcasestudiesofmaltreatedchildrenandcasesrelatedtochild

maltreatmentwhich resulted in adulthood crimes ,from DistrictCrime

RecordsBureau-Kochi,Ernakulum district,Kerala.

METHODOLOGY:-

●Thedatawascollectedfrom DistrictCrimesRecordBureau-Kochi,

Ernakulam district,Kerala.Manycaseswasdiscussedforthestudyandto

determinetherateofmaltreatedchildreninKerala.

●collectedinformation’saboutmostlypracticedmaltreatmentagainst

childrens.andalsomadediscussionsaboutmentalbehaviorofthese

maltreatedchildrenattheiradulthood.

●Discussedaboutcasestudiesinwhichthecrimescommittedbythese

maltreatedchildrenattheiradulthood.
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CHAPTERV

OBSERVATION

Graph5.1:Statisticsofcrimesagainstchildreninkeraladuring2008-2019

Therehasbeenasteadyincreaseincrimescommittedagainstchildrenin

Kerala,accordingtoadatareleasedbytheKeralaStateCrimeRecords

Bureau(SCRB).UnlikeotherStates,thereisincreasedawarenessinKerala

aboutthecrimesagainstchildrenandgreaterreportingofsuchcrimesis

reflectedinthestatistics.

Physicalabuseofchildrenregisteredastaggering1,208casesinwhich
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Ernakulam andThiruvananthapuram toppedwith158caseseach,followed

byPathanamthittawith106cases,Malappuram 97cases,Idukki89and

Wayanad81cases.Casesofemotionalabusestoodat929cases;

Ernakulam toppedwith120casesfollowedbyWayanadwith103cases

andIdukkiandPathanamthittawith99caseseach.

Figure5.1:Crimesbyjuveniles-repeatoffending

Graph5.2:Ratioofbehavioroforphanorvulnerablechildrenstayingin

institutionalhomes.
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Childrenwhoaredeprivedoftheparentalcareandasecurefamily

environmentoftenbecomevulnerabletoahostofpsychologicalproblems

andpsychiatricdisorders.Thesechildrenarethenusuallyrearedin

institutionalhomessetupbythegovernmentorprivateagencies,which

providesomesemblanceoforderintotheirlives.Inthesehomesalso,the

problemsofovercrowding,inadequatepersonalattention,pooracademic

environment,andfrequentmovesmayaffectthepsychologicalhealthof

thesechildren.InIndia,alongwiththegrowingtotalpopulationofthe

country,thenumberoforphanandabandonedchildrenisalsoincreasing.

AccordingtotheUNICEF2012,therearemorethan25millionorphanor

abandonedandabout44milliondestitutechildreninIndia.Veryfewstudies

havebeendoneonthepsychologicalhealthofthesechildrenand

adolescentsleavingayawninggapforfurtherresearchinthisregardin

India.Amongthefewstudiesdone,ShanthiandJerydaGnanajaneEljoin

Tiruchirappallifoundtheprevalenceofbehavioralandemotionalproblems

tobe56%amonginstitutionalizedstreetchildren.
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CHAPTERVI

RESULTANDCONCLUSIONS

RESULT

Thestudy'sresultsindicatedthatchildhoodmaltreatmentwassignificantly

associated with adulthood behavior. The most commonly practiced

maltreatments are physical abuses. Among the types of childhood

maltreatment,physicalneglectand emotionalabusearerelated with the

childrenbehavior.Thesearethemainreasonswhichwillleadtodocrimesin

adulthood.Theseactivitieswillaffectthechild,mentallyandphysicallyand

makeschangesinchildren'spsychology.

Thestudyshowsthatamong themaltreatedmalesand/orfemales,males

aremorepronetodocrimesintheiradultage.

Andalsoshowedthatorphanchildren'shavingchildmaltreatmenthistories

areshowingincreasedtendencytodocrimes.

CONCLUSION

Theresultsshowedthatchildhoodabuseincreasedtheriskofadulthood

crimesincludingviolencepreparation,bypromotingantisocialbehaviorduring

childhoodandadolescence.Inadditionchildrenwhoexperiencechildabuseor

neglectare59%morelikelytobearrestedasjuveniles,28%morelikelytobe

arrestedasadults,and30%morelikelytocommitviolentcrimes.TheWorld

HealthOrganization(who)distinguishesfourtypesofchildmaltreatments;

*physicalabuse

*sexualabuse

*emotionalabuse(orpsychological)

*neglect

Thereisrelativelystrongevidencethatphysicalandemotionalchildabuseis

associatedwithlaterformsofantisocialbehaviorsinchildren,adolescents,
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and young adults.Experience ofbeing abused leads a child to develop

negativeemotions(e.g.,anger,frustration,shame)thatdrivehim orherto

perpetrateantisocialbehaviorwhenthesurroundingcontextallowsitordraws

itout.Becauseabusedchildrencanlacktheabilitytoregulateemotions,

antisocialbehaviormay,forsome,beareflectionofstrongemotionsover

whichtheyhavelittledirectcontrol.Byextension,therepetitivestrainof

chronicabusemayincreaseevenfurtherthelikelihoodofantisocialbehavior

becausetheemotionaleffectsofrepeatedabuse,physicaloremotional-are

greater.Sociallearningtheoryprovidesthatabusedchildrenlearntointeract

withothersinamannerconsistentwiththem.Thus,whenabuseandhostility

defineachild'srelationshipswithparentsandpeers,thosesamequalities

carryforwardintothechild'srelationshipwithothersoutsidethehome.Itis

thusassumedthatviolenceisalearnedbehaviorthatchildrenrepeatintheir

adult relationships.Some children with abuse histories willlash out

aggressivelyagainstothersevenwithoutdirectprovocation.

Inadulthood,bothmenandwomenwithchildmaltreatmenthistoriesare

havingtheincreasedcriminalbehaviors.Physicalandemotionalabusefurther

showedthatfemalesweremorelikelytoexhibitinternalizingproblemssuch

asdepression,socialwithdrawal,andanxietyduringmiddlechildhood,which

inturnincreasedtheriskofadulthoodcrime.Incontrast,malesweremore

likely to exhibitexternalizing behavioralproblems,such as aggression,

hostility,anddelinquencyduringmiddlechildhood,whichsubsequentlyledto

adultcriminalbehavior.Thisstudyshowedthat,malesareshowingmoreanti-

socialandcriminalbehaviorthanthefemales.Malesaremorepronetodo

crimesintheiradulthood.

Andthisstudyalsoshowsthatorphansaremoremaltreatedbyothers.By

theirnon-biologicalparentsorothers.Forchildrenlivingoutsidethecareof

biologicalparents,the situation is assumed to be the direst.Neglect,

discriminationandmalnutritionaffectorphansmorecommonlythantheirnon-

orphanedpeers.Andalsofoundthatorphanedchildrenandyouthvulnerable

tomultipleformsofmaltreatment.Thereare“severalperceivedriskfactors

fororphan’s maltreatment:poverty,stigma,non-biologicalcaregivers and

alcoholabuse.etc.,

Childabuseisaseriousandlife-threateningmatterthatneedstobetackledin

asensitivemannerwithurgency.Itcanbetraumaticforthechildinvolvedand

allthenecessarystepstoaddressthesituationshouldbetaken.Ifthesigns

arerecognizedwellwithintime,itispossibletoavertmajortraumainthe

future.
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